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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1942 


The  area  of  Glendale  is  147,695  acres.  The  resident  population 
according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  was  7,856,  a decrease  ot 


52  on  1941. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1942  was  2,362. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  in  1942  was  £28,273,  and  a Id. 
rate  in  the  £1  was  estimated  at  £130. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture  and  also  quarrying  for  gravel 
There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  the  area  owing  to  the  increasing 
demand  for  workers  on  the  land,  and  to  more  work  being  obtainable 
in  various  Government  undertakings  in  the  area. 


There  were  no  new  houses  built  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


4"he  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1942  are  as  follows 

Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

105 

42 

63 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate 

6 

3 

3 

111 

45 

66 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Still  Btrths 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

3 

Deaths  

95 

45 

50 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  14.-1 


' R ate 
live 


per  1,000  tota 
and  still  births, 
34.8 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population,  12.09 


None 
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The  Death  Rate  was  12.09,  which  was  much  lower  than  the  previous 
year  (14.3),  but  slightly  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  11.6. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age:  — 

Male  Female 
Legitimate  2 4 

Illegitimate  1 

2 5 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ■ ...  ...  63.1 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  57.1 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  166.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 

•FOR  THE  AREA 

There  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District, 
and  five  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Public  Assistance  Com- 
mittee, who  are  also  Public  Vaccinators  in  their  respective  Districts. 

There  is  one  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Inspector 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  also  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
and  under  the  Housing  and  Petroleum  Acts.  He  holds  the  certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Laboratory  F agilities 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  analysis  are  sent  to  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  under  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
specimens  for  chemical  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst. 

Ambt tlance  F agilities 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  Local  Authority  and 
the  Berwick  Authority,  15  miles  distant,  whereby  an  ambulance  may 
be  supplied  when  necessary.  Ambulance  facilities  are  also  available 
at  Alnwick,  17  miles  distant,  and  Kelso,  20  miles  distant,  at  short 
notice.  There  is  also  a convertible  ambulance  housed  at  a local 
garage,  which  has  proved  very  satisfactory  in  an  emergency. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  are  no  practising  Registered  MidAvives  in  the  District. 
Several  district  nurses,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  attend  to  the  needs  of  the  population  in  their  homes. 
There  is  one  Health  Visitor  for  the  area. 

Treatment  Centre  and' Clinics 

There  is  one  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Wooler,  which  is  held  once 
a week  under  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

Hospitals  : Public  and  Voluntary 

There  is  no  Public  or  Voluntary  Hospital  in  the  District,  arrange- 
ments having  been  made  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  either  Ber- 
wick or  Alnwick  Infirmaries. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  in  Glendale  belonging  to  the  Local 
Authority.  It  is  equipped  with  modern  sanitation  and  has  a good 
water  supply.  It  contains  two  wards  capable  of  accommodating  10 
patients  with  separate  accommodation  for  nurses,  etc. 

During  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  year,  the  Hospital  was  opened 
for  4 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  FOR  THE  AREA 

V ater  supplies  in  the  District  on  the  whole  worked  satisfactorily, 
although  in  some  areas  some  shortage  was  experienced  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  serious  trouble  was  experienced  with  drainage  in  the  District. 
Rtvers  and  Streams 

I here  is  no  pollution  of  any  river  or  stream  in  Glendale. 

Public  Cleansing  * 

Scavenging  and  Public  Cleansing  was  carried  out  satisfactorily 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Shops  and  Offices 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 


Camping  SiteSj  etc. 

There  are  no  camping  sites,  swimming  pools,  public  or  private, 
or  public  baths  in  Glendale. 


Smoke  Abatement 

The  necessity  for  smoke  abatement  does  not  exist. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Bed  Bugs  are  not  known  in  the  area. 


Housing 

References  to  Housing,  and  inspection  of  food,  etc.,  are  contained 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Apart  from  a mild  epidemic  of  Chickenpox,  there  was  very  little 
Infectious  Disease  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  was  continued  during 
the  year,  159  children  under  5 and  69  between  5 and  15  being 
immunised. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURSNO  THE  YEAR  1942 


Disea  e. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

4 

Diphtheria 

i 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

i 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable : — 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

n 

Erysipelas 

i 

Measles 

36 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942  (Continued) 


Age  Group 

Ence- 

phalitis 

Lethargica 

Pneu- 

monia 

Whooping 

Cough 

# 

Chicken- 

Pox 

Measles 

Under  i Year 

1 

3 

1 

3 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

5 

5 

32 

*3 

IO 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 5 

1 

2 

20 

1 

2 

6 

35 

1 

45 

1 

1 

Over  65  Years. 

Total 

■ 

3 

10 

52 

36 

Age  Group 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 Year. 

1 

2_ 

. 3 

4 

5 

IG 

15 

20 

1 

1 

2 

35 

45 

Over  65  Years 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

4 

1 

4 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1942 


Ase  Periods. 

O 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

o ' 

i 

5 

1 

I 

i5 

3 

25 

3 

35 

1 

I 

45 

55 

• 

65  and  over 

* . . 

Totals 

8 

1 

' 

I 

The  annual  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  attached  together 
with  the  tables  of  the  Registrar-General  giving  the  birth-rate  and 
death-rate  and  various  causes  of  death  and  analysis  for  the  year. 

ALAN  N.  BOUSFIELD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942 


Causes  of  Death  M.  * F. 


All  Causes  ...  45  50 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...•  1 — 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 10 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 6 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  ...  •••  1 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Appendicitis  ...  •••  •••  •••  — 1 

Other  Digestive  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  • ••  •••  •••  1 — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  — 2 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ...  ...  2 2 

Violence,  othei  than  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

All  other  causes  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 3 


Population  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  7,854 


Births  rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1942 

( Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


• 

126 

148  Smaller 

County 

Towns 

England 

Boroughs 

(Resident 

London 

and 

Populations 

Adminis- 

and 

Great 

25,000  to 

trative 

Wales. 

Towns, 

50,000  at 

County 

including 

1931 

London. 

Census) . 

Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population 

Live  Births 

15-8 

17*3 

18*4 

14*0 

Still  Births  

0-54 

0-66 

0*62 

0*48 

Deaths 

AH  Causes  ... 
Typhoid  and  Para- 

11 '6 

13-3 

12*1 

13*9 

typhoid  * ... 

o-oo 

0-00 

0*00 

0*00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0*00 

0*0(1 

0*00 

0*00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

(.*04 

Diphtheria 

0*05 

0-06 

0*04 

0*02 

Influenza 

0-09 

0-09 

0*10 

007 

Smallpox 





— 

— 

Measles 

001 

0-02 

0*01 

0*01 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

49 

59 

46 

60 

and  Enteritis  under 
2 years  of  age 

5-2 

7 5 

4-8 

8*6 

Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-01 

0-01 

0*01 

0*02 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

001 

001 

0*01 

0*01 

Cerebro  Spinal  F ever 

0-14 

0.17 

0 12 

0*15 

Scarlet  Fever 

219 

2*49 

2-34 

1.86 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1*73 

1.97 

1-58 

2*72 

Diphtheria 

1-05 

1-35 

0*91 

0*76 

Erysipelas 

0-30 

0-36 

0-26 

0 43 

Smallpox 

• 

— 

— 

«— 

Measles 

7-46 

9-27 

7*39 

8 ‘62 

Pneumonia 

1-07 

1-30 

0*94 

0*94 

Maternal  Mortality:- 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live 

and  Still) 

(excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal  Infection 

0-421 

(No.  147)  ... 

Others  . . 

1-59  \ 

Not 

Available 

Total 

Notifications  : — 

2-01  j 

-i 

Puerperal  Fever 

1261 

15*94 

( 310 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

10*80  | 

\ 17*69+ 

• 

t Including  Puerperal  Fever 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen., 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1942. 


SCAVENGING 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  at  Wooler,  Lowick,  Chatton  and  Walk,  by  Contractors, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  District  by  Estate  Owners  and  Farmers. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

We  had  a very  light  year  for  the  Hospital  and  Disinfecting.  Our 
Hospital  was  only  occupied  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  year 
by  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  One  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
removed  to  Walkergate  Hospital  at  Newcastle  and  twenty  rooms  were 
disinfected,  also  twenty-eight  sets  of  bedding,  etc.,  were  disinfected  in 
Wooler. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

The  Slaughter  Houses  were  in  constant  use  throughout  the  year 
and  although  limited  for  hanging  space  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  were:  Cattle  602,  Calves  74,  Sheep  5,573, 
and  Pigs,90. 

During  the  year  the  following  Meat  and  Canned  Goods  were 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  food  : 209  Stones  Beef,  144  Stones 
Mutton,  58  Stones  Pork,  112  lbs.  Fish,  342  lbs.  Bacon,  1,388  tins  of 
canned  foods,  and  242  lbs.  of  bread  and  slab  cake. 


BAKEHOUSES 

We  have  now  only  four  bakehouses  in  the  District,  all  of  which 
are  satisfactory. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

We  have  27  Cowkeepers  and  180  cows  on  our  Register  and 
although  the  labour  question  is  getting  more  difficult  we  had  no  cause 
for  complaint  and  the  cowsheds,  and  dairies  were  kept  clean. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  DRAINAGE 

As  the  year  was  exceptionally  dry  we  had  several  cases  of  Water 
shortage  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  but  in  no  case  did  it  cause 
exceptional  difficulty.  We  also  experienced  difficulty  in  getting 
labour  for  our  Sewage  Disposal  systems  but  managed  to  carry  on 
though  not  quite  as  good  as  we  could  have  wished.  We  are  still  in 
process  of  taking  over  the  Wooler  Water  Supply  and  the  questions  of 
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improvements  and  chlorination  are  in  hand.  Samples  of  water  for 
analysis  were  taken  at  Bowsden  Wood-side,  and  Milfield  and  Thirlings. 
The  windmill  on  Branxton  Water  Supply  was  badly  damaged  during 
a gale  in  the  late  part  of  the  year. 

HOUSING 

No  new  houses  were  built  in  Glendale  during  the  year.  A Hostel 
to  accommodate  about  eighty  land  workers  was  erected  in  Wooler  and 
improvements  were  carried  out  at  the  cottages  at  Sunnilaws,  Golds- 
cleugh,  Dunsdale  and  Kemping  Moss. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GREATHEAD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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